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 NEWS RELEASE  

 
 

INDUSTRIAL LIGHT & MAGIC PURCHASES SITE LICENSE OF NUKE 
 

 
London, June 8th, 2009 – Leading visual effects software developer, The Foundry 
(www.thefoundry.co.uk), today announced that Industrial Light & Magic (ILM,) Lucasfilm Ltd’s 
Academy Award-winning visual effects studio, has purchased a site license of Nuke to complement 
their in-house pipeline.  
 
Founded in 1975 to create visionary effects for the what would become the space epic Star Wars, 
ILM has gone from strength to strength producing groundbreaking visual effects work on nearly 
three-hundred films including Oscar® nominees Iron Man and Transformers, the Indiana Jones 
series, and the Harry Potter, Pirates of the Caribbean and Jurassic Park franchises among many 
others.    
 
Their visionary work has earned them thirty-seven Academy Award® nominations for Best Visual 
Effects and garnered fifteen Oscars as well as twenty AMPAS Sci-Tech Awards®. 
 

Lucasfilm’s Chief Technical Officer, Richard Kerris, comments:  
"ILM has a history in providing breakthrough imagery for production and to do that, our artists need 
to be equipped with the best possible tools. We believe Nuke is a forerunner in the compositing 
field. The Foundry’s investment in research and development and customer-focused approach has 
produced a flexible, artist-focused tool set. We are excited to work with The Foundry and see where 
these new possibilities will take our work.” 
 
“Nuke allows us to leverage our 3D pipeline while remaining in the compositing environment which 
puts a great deal of power into the hands of the compositors,” explains Pat Tubach, ILM’s 
compositing department supervisor. “We work on very complex shots and the remarkable 
speed at which Nuke operates means our artists can focus on the art of visual effects and not have 
their creativity impeded by a software speed limit.” 
 
Bill Collis, CEO of The Foundry, commented, "ILM is a huge force in the world of visual effects 
and we are thrilled that they have chosen to add Nuke as a key tool in their compositing workflow. 
We are very excited to see where our working relationship takes us.” 
 

-ENDS- 
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About The Foundry:  
The Foundry is a world-leading innovator of visual effects and image processing technologies that boost productivity 
in motion picture and video post production. On February 10th 2007, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences awarded a Sci-Tech Award® to The Foundry’s development team for the Furnace image processing suite. 
The company now holds two products with AMPAS Sci-Tech Award® winning technology including high-end 
compositing system Nuke. 
 
 
The Foundry’s products support a wide range of host platforms including After Effects, Autodesk® Media and 
Entertainment Systems, Avid DS, Baselight, Film Master, Nuke, Scratch, Shake and Final Cut Pro. 
 
Customers include: Digital Domain, The Moving Picture Company, Framestore, Sony Pictures Imageworks, Warner 
Bros and Weta Digital Ltd. 
 
The Foundry is headquartered in London, and has offices in Los Angeles. For more information please visit The 
Foundry’s website at www.thefoundry.co.uk, or call +44 20 7434 0449. 
 
© The Foundry, its logo and product names are registered trademarks in the UK, USA and and/or other countries. 
Academy Award is a registered trademark of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. All other 
trademarks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. 
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